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Turse notes relate to specimens of birds and their eggs 
collected on the Estancia Espartilla, in the Argentine Republic, 
in the years 1888-91. This estancia, which is about sixty 
square miles in area, is situated midway between the stations 
Ranchos and Chascomus, on the Great Southern Railway of 
Buenos Ayres. To the south-west of it runs a chain of lakes, 
which border it for some twelve miles, when rain is pleutiful. 
Otherwise the camp is comparatively free from water, excepting 
a few lagoons and a small arroyo, which depend on the rain 
for their existence. The long “ paja-grass ” still abounds in 
many parts, whilst montes of eucalyptus and peach are 
very plentiful. The average midday summer temperature in 


* (Mr. Holland has already favoured us with two short contributions 
on this subject (see Ibis, 1890, p. 424, and 1891, p. 16). During his stay 
in England he has rearranged his collection, and has kindly written some 
notes on all the species of which he obtained specimens. It will be 
observed that Mr. Holland has added the following four species to the 
Argentine List :— 

No. 10. Tachycineta meyeni. 
» 12. Proenias tersa. 
» 14. Spermophila obscura. 
» 116. Sterna anglica, 
—P. L. S$] 
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this district is about 98° in the shade, whilst in the winter 
nights the thermometer marks occasionally 4° of frost. 

The specimens have in nearly every case been submitted to 
Mr. Sclater for identification, and the arrangement and 
nomenclature of his ‘Argentine Ornithology’ are followed. 


l. Mimvus moputator (Gould). 

Very common in the montes at all seasons, and has a more 
powerful song than any other bird with us. It nests early 
in September, and rears two broods a year. The young 
accompany the parent birds until the following spring, when 
they pair for life. I have never seen this Thrush in flocks. 
The nest is composed of twigs, roots, and grass; it is lined 
with grass and feathers. Eggs five. The native name is 
* Calandria.” 


2. PoniorriLa pumIcoLa (Vieill.). 

Fairly common all through the year, living almost entirely 
amongst the bushes and hedges. 

In its movements this bird much resembles a Tit, being 
ever on the move. It scems to prefer companionship, being 
seen in small flocks in the winter months. It nests with us, 
but so far I have been unable to find its breeding-place. It 
has no song, but twitters occasionally. 


3. TRoGLopyTEs FURVUS (Gm.). 

Very common at all seasons, living especially in gardens 
near dwellings. Iv its movements it somewhat resembles the 
British Wren, but is more careful to conceal itself, although 
it is very fearless of man. It nests in almost any cavity that 
is large enough, such as disused Oven-birds’ nests, skulls, or 
holes in walls. The nest is composed of grass, hay, and 
rootlets, and is lined with horse-hair and feathers. It is 
cup-shaped, with the foundation very high. The usual 
number of eggs is five. 


4, CISTOTHORUS PLATENSIS (Lath.). 

Very common at all seasons, excepting the autumn, 
namely from February to May, when it seems to disappear 
and is only found in the marsh-lands. At all other times it 
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lives amongst the tallest paja-grass. It is extremely hard 
to shoot, as it darts suddenly up and then shoots low down 
into a neighbouring clump of grass, being thus hidden after 
its first rise. It does not scem to flock or to migrate. 


5. ANTHUS CORRENDERA, Vieill. 

One of the very commonest birds at all seasons in the open 
camp. It appears to pair for life, never flocks or migrates, 
and breeds early and late in the season, bringing up two or 
three broods a year. 

Its cup-shaped nest is composed of hay, and is lined with 
horse-hair. It is placed under a tuft of short grass on the 
ground. The eggs are four in number. 


6. Parva Pittayumti (Vieill.). 

I have noticed this species occasionally in the autumn, 
hopping about the aroma-trees in company with Serpophaga 
subcristata. 


7. PRoGNE CHALYBEA (Gm.). 

This Martin arrives in uumbers in August and departs 
early in April. They breed under the eaves of sheds, making 
a mud wall on the outside of the nest, which is composed cf 
straw and lined with a few dry leaves. The nest is placed 
on a plank or flat surface, with the mud-protection on its 
outer side. Eggs six in number, white, rather elongated. 
When the young are fledged they and the pareut birds roost 
in the withered branches of eucalyptus instead of under the 
eaves. It breeds about the second week of November. 
The native name is “ Calandrina.” 


8. ProGNe TAPERA (Linn.). 

This Martin arrives a little later and departs a few days 
sooner than P. chalybea, but is found in equal numbers. It 
breeds invariably in Oveu-birds’ nests, lining the inside 
chamber with feathers. The eggs are six in number, 


9. Tacnycineta LEUCORRHOA (Vieill.). 

This little Swallow arrives latest of all the IHirundinidæ 
and departs the soonest. It builds in the disused holes of 
Geositta cunicularia, making a nest of hay lined with feathers 
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at its inmost point. The eggs are six in number. It breeds 
at the end of October. 


10. Tacnycrneta weren, Bp. 3; Tolland, This, 1891, p. 16. 

This Martin is the commonest of the family here, arriving 
late in July and departing in April, although many remain 
with us all the year round, retiring on the coldest nights 
to the long paja- grass, from which one rouses them as one 
rides along. In the daytime these birds hawk around travel- 
lers, catching the numberless insects roused by them. The nest 
is placed in Oven-birds’ nests, holes in trees, spouts, and 
under eaves; it is composed of a little straw, thickly lined 
with numberless soft feathers. The eggs are six in number, 
white and rather blunt. It breeds in the middle of October. 

11. TANAGRA BONARIENSIS, Gm.; Holland, Ibis, 1891, 
p. Be. 

Arrives here in great numbers in May, but departs in 
Septem er, although a few immature males remain until the 
end of October. Its native name is “ Siete Colores.” 


12. Procntas TERSA (Linn.); Holland, Ibis, 1891, p. 16. 

The single female mentioned in my former paper is the 
only specimen of this species I have ever seen here. It was 
feeding on the berries of the Ligustrum tree. The specimen 
is now in the British Museum. 


13. SPERMOPHILA CERUJESCENS (Vieill.). 

Arrives here in August and departs in March. The nest 
is cup-shaped, very strongly made of horse-hair and rootlets, 
without any lining, so that one can see through the bottom. 
It is firmly fastened to branches, not resting in a fork. The 
eggs are three in number, white, slightly spotted with purple, 
greatly blotched at the larger end with dark brown, and 
slightly so all over. The bird, which is fairly common, 
breeds at the end of November. 


~~ ]4. SpeRMOPHILA OBSCURA, Tacz.; Sharpe, Cat. B. xii. 
p- LOLE. 

White-throated Finch, Holland, Ibis, 1890, p. 426. 

* [This is a very interesting bird and new to the Argentine avifauna. 


It seems to agree with a specimen in the British Museum obtained at 
Salta by Durnford in 1878.—P. L. S] 
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Arrives here in September and departs in March. Not 
common. Breeds second week in November. The nest is 
cup-shaped, placed in the fork of a branch, and is a beautiful 
structure. It is composed of a few twigs and rootlets, inter- 
woven with leaves, moss, and thistle-down, the lining being 
short white cow-hair. The eggs are three in number, white, 
faintly spotted with pale red and purple at the larger end. 
It inhabits the montes and plantations. It possesses no 
song, but has an often-repeated call of two high notes. 


15. Paroarta cucuLuaTa (Lath.). 

Fairly common throughout the year, inhabiting the montes 
and feeding around the yards. Nests late in November, 
making a shallow structure of hay and rootlets, lined with 
horse-hair, which is very well put together and firm, The 
eggs are four in number. The native name is “ Cardinal.” 


16. ZONOTRICHIA PILEATA (Bodd.). 
Very common all the year in flocks from May to August. 
y p y S 
Native name “ Chingolo.” 


17. EMBERNAGRA PLATENSIS (Gm.). 

Common throughout the year, living in the tall paja- 
grass. It lives in pairs, is never seen in flocks, nor does it 
migrate. Breeds early in November, in a nest composed of 
grass and hair, placed under the clumps of tall grass on the 
ground. Eggs five in number, rarely with parasitical eggs 
in the nest. 


18. CHRYSOMITRIS ICTERICA (Licht.). 
Very common throughout the year, and in flocks imme- 
diately after nesting. Has a melodious twitter. Breeds late 


in November, and is easily tamed. 


19. SycaLis PELZELNI, Scl. 

Common throughout the year, flocking m the winter 
months, when it feeds on seeds, contrary to its summer diet, 
which largely consists of insects. Nests in Oven-birds’ nests, 
cavities in walls, or under eaves. Eggs four in number. 
Breeds early in November. 
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20. Passer pomesticus (Linn.). 
The Common House-Sparrow of Great Britain has been 
introduced into Argentina and is occasionally met with. 


21. SycaLis LuTEoLA (Sparrm.). 

Very common throughout the year, flocks in the winter 
months. Breeds late in November, and soars immediately 
before nesting. It has a melodious song, though feeble. 
Nest composed of hay, grass, feathers, and lined with horse- 
hair, placed under grass ou the ground. Eggs five in 
number. 


22. MOLOTHRUS BONARIENSIS (Gm.). 

Very common throughout the year, in flocks in summer and 
winter, and does not appear to pair for breeding. The 
females lay their eggs from September to January in any 
small bird’s nest that they can find. The eggs vary from 
pure white to nearly pure red, with intermediate varicties 
and differently spotted markings. ‘The native name is 
“Pajaro Negro.” 

23. MOoLOTHRUS RUFO-AXILLARIS, Cassin. 

Rather rare, apparently migrating for the winter. Breeds 
late in November in the usurped nests of Anumbius acuticau- 
datus, where Molothrus badius also makes its abode. Eggs 
six in number. 


24. Motorurus BADIUS, Vieill. 

Fairly common all the year, pairs in the spring, but flocks 
in the winter. Breeds throughout November in the disused 
nests of Anumbius acuticaudatus, but makes its own entrance 
to these nests, instead of using the one already constructed. 
Eggs five in number. 


25. ÅGELÆUS THILIUS (Mol.). 

Fairly common throughout the year, flocks in the winter. 
Brecds late in October, either in the tall paja-grass or amongst 
reeds in lagoons. Eggs four in number. 


26. LEISTES SUPERCILIARIS (Bp.). aa 
Common throughout the year, flocking in the winter 
months. Breeds early in November, and makes its nest on 
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the ground under tufts of grass. Nests very hard to discover. 
Eggs four in number. Native name “ Becho colorado.” 


27. AMBLYRHAMPHUS HOLOSERICEUS (Scop.). 

Rare. Inhabits the rushes in lagoons, where it appa- 
rently lives the whole year. Seems to pair for life, never 
flocking. 


28. PsEUDOLEISTES VIRESCENS (Vieill.). 

Very common throughout the year, flocking in the winter 
mouths, when it roosts in the montes. Breeds early in 
October, cither in low bushes or thistles or in tall clumps of 
paja-grass. Eggs four in number. 


29. 'THNIOPTERA CORONATA (Vieill.). 
Rare, being met with from March to June. (See Ibis, 
MBO1, p. 17.) 


80. TÆNIOPTERA DOMINICANA (Vieill.). 
Rare; only one specimen seen, that in winter. 


31. ALEcTRURUS RISORIUS, Vieill. 
Rare; only stragglers seen. 


32. LICHENOPS PERSPICILLATUS (Gm.). 

Common from August to April, but departs for the winter. 
Breeds early in November in paja-grass. Eggs three in 
number. Native name “ Pico plata.” 

33. Macretornis RIXOSA (Vieill.). 

Common throughout the year; flocks in small numbers 
during the winter months. Feeds on the ground, catching 
insects as it rus. Breeds late in October, nesting behind 
bark, in Oven-birds’ nests, or in cavities in walls. Eggs five 
in number. 


34. CENTRITES NIGER (Bodd.). 

Common from February to September in pairs, and the 
immature specimens appear to remain until November. (See 
also Ibis, 1891, p. 18.) 


35. SERPOPHAGA NIGRICANS (Viceill.). 
Common throughout the year, in winter occasionally seen 
in small parties, probably the parent birds and young to- 
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gether. Nests late in October. Nest composed of moss, grass, 
rootlets, hair, and on the outside spiders’? webs, the liming 
being soft feathers. The nest is placed in shrubs, some six 
to ten feet from the ground. Eggs four in number, of a pure 


dull eream-colour, without spots. 


36. SERPOPHAGA SUBCRISTATA (Vieill.). 

Common throughout the year, the young remaining during 
the winter with their parents. Breeds late m October. Nest 
composed of moss, feathers, and spiders’ cocoons, lined with 
soft feathers; it is placed in the fork of a small bush. Eggs 
three in number, of a pale cream-colow, unspotted. (Cf. 


Ibis, 1891, p. 18.] 


37. CYANOTIS AZARÆ (Naum.). 

Very common throughout the summer in pairs, always 
inhabiting the reedy lagoons. Nests carly in November. 

38. Brarnra aubicers (Orb. et Lat.) *. 

Rare. Appeared carly in April in a floek inhabiting the 
paradise-trees, whence they took short turns after insects. 

39. Prranaus BoLiviaNnus (Laft.). 

Very common throughout the year, living in pairs and 
never flocking. Breeds carly in September. Eggs five in 
number, Native name “ Bien-te-veo.” The fledglings pos- 
sess the bright yellow crest of the old birds. 


40. PyrocerHaLus RUBINEUS (Bodd.). 

Very common from September to March, departing north 
for the winter months. Breeds late in October. Eggs three 
in number. Native name “ Churinche.” 


41. Tyrannus MELANCHOLICUS, Vieill. 

Fairly common from October to March, departing north 
for the winter months. Breeds late in November. Mags 
three in number, differing greatly in size. I have taken eggs 
of Molothrus bonariensis from its nest which were spotted 
similarly to those of the Tyrant. The nest is placed at 
the outermost end of a bough and is very much exposed ; it 


* “One specimen of this species (No. LOS) was at frst erroneously referred 
by me to Empidonax bimaculatus. (See Ibis, 1891, p. 18.)—P. L. S.J 
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is very slight, being composed of a few roots and twigs firmly 
interwoven and lined with a little hay. The young of this 
species have not a yellow crest. (Cf. Ibis, 1890, p. 426.) 
742. MıLvuLus tyrannus (Linn.). 

Very common from October to March, although many old 
birds migrate north in February. The young do not assume 
the bright crest until after the first moult. Breeds late in 
Novemher. Eggs five in number. Greatly harassed in its 
nesting by Molothrus bonariensis. The native name is 
Mencia” 

43. GEOSITTA CUNICULARIA (Vieill.). 

Common throughout the year in pairs. Breeds early in 
November. Eggs five in number. Native name “ Minera.” 


44. FURNARIUs RUFUS (Gm.). 

Very common all through the year, never flocking in the 
winter. Breeds early in October. Eggs four to six in 
number. One nest T found curiously suspended from a thick 
branch, the upper mud-work of the nest enclosing the bough ; 
otherwise the nest was similar to others of this species. 
The native name is ‘ Ornero.” 

45. CincLopEs ruscus (Vieill.). 

Fairly common from April to August in pairs amongst the 
vegetation around the lagoons. 


46. Puta@ocryrres MELANOPS (Vieill.). 

Very common from August to February, departing for 
the winter months. Breeds im the middle of October among 
the rushes. Eggs three in number. 


47, LerrastHENURA £GITHALOIDES (Kittl.). 

Common throughout the year in the montes, flocking in 
small numbers during the winter. Breeds late in October, 
in disused Oven-birds’ nests, making a nest of feathers and 
wool, sometimes lined with a little dry grass. Eggs three in 
number, of a dull white, very blunt in shape. (Cf. Ibis, 
1890, p. 426.) 


48. SYNALLAXIS HUDSONI, Sel. 
Very common throughout the year, living in the paja- 
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grass in pairs. Breeds in the middle of November. Eggs 
five in number. 


49, ANUMBIUS AcUTICAUDATUS (Less.). 

Very common throughout the year in the montes, living 
in pairs. Breeds early in October, and will uot desert its 
nest however much harassed. Eggs six in number. Native 
name “ Lifatero.”’ 


50. CHRYSURONIA RUFICOLLIS (Vieill.). 

Common during the summer months, but has a partial 
migration in winter. Breeds early in November. In De- 
cember these Ilumming-birds collect round certain bushes 
of sweet-smelling blue flowers in numbers, old and young 
birds hovering around, chasing each other, and occasionally 
uttering a sharp note or two. On one’s appearance they dart 
away, but return very shortly if the intruder remains quict. 
The uest is placed in the fork of thick-leaved bushes, such 
as the orange or laurel, and is composed of moss, fibres of 
buds, and a little wool; the lining is made of thistle-down. 
It is a very compact cup-shaped nest, beautifully ornamented 
outside with lichen. Eggs two in number, pure white in 
colour. The crops of these birds contain many minute 
insects. 


51. CHLOROSTILBON SPLENDIDUS (Vieill.). 

Rather scarce, but easily confounded with Chrysuronia 
ruficollis, except the adult males. It seems to remain the 
whole year with us, though of more frequent occurrence in 
November and December. It breeds with us, but so far I 
have been unable to find its nest. 


l-52, CERYLE TORQUATA (Linn.). 
Very rare, this being the only specimen I have observed 
here. I shot it as I was bathing on December 31st, during 
the drought we had. Doubtless it was on the search for 


water. 
53. GUIRA PIRIRIGUA (Vieill.). 


Very common throughout the year, flocking in the winter, 
and even roosting in threes and fours huddled together. 
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Breeds early in December. Nest composed of twigs, roots, 
and hay, lined with wool, feathers, and hay, It is placed in 
the fork of a tree, some height from the ground. Eggs four 
in number, though many are laid waste on the ground. The 
native name is “ Urruca.” 


+54, Coccyzus MELANOCORYPHUS (Vieill.). 

Rather uncommon, appearing in September and departing 
northwards in March. Breeds late in November. Nest very 
slight, composed of a few loose twigs, with a little lining of 
hay. Eggs three in number, of a uniform sea-green. The 
native name is ‘‘ Coucou,” from its call. 


55. Conurvus pataconus (Vieill.). 

Very common, from March to August in large flocks. In 
spring they breed in some high banks about fifteen miles 
south of us. The native name is ‘ Barrancaro.” 


56. BoLtpornyncuus Monacuus (Bodd.). 

Very numerous all the year, living in small flocks and 
breeding, as many as six pairs together, in the same large 
structure of nests. Its native name is ‘‘ Lora.” 

—~57. STRIX FLAMMEA, Linn. 

Uncommon, though they breed with us occasionally in the 

sheds. 


~ 58. Astro BRACHYOTUS (Forst.). 

Fairly common all through the year. Breeds late in 
November under tufts of paja-grass. Its native name is 
“ Lechuzon.”’ 


59. SPEOTYTO CUNICULARIA (Mol.). 
Very common all the year. Breeds early in October. Its 
native name is “ Lechuza.” 


GO. Circus CINEREUS (Vieill.). 
Not uncommon, resident all the year. (Cf. Ibis, 1891, 
p. 18.) 


+61. Burro swainsont, Bp. 
Of occasional appearauce, arriving in immense flocks in 
January and departing a short while afterwards. (See my 


notes, Ibis, 1890, p. 426.) 
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62. FALCO PEREGRINUS, Linn. 

Rare ; a few pairs always to be found in certain spots. 
Breeds early in November in the paja. (Cf. Ibis, 1891, 
PA 19.) 


63. TINNUNCULUS CINNAMONINUS, Sw. 
Rare ; I have observed only some three or four specimens 
here. They arrive in May and depart in August. 


+ 64, Evanus teucunus (Vieill.). 
Very rare. So far I have been unable to procure a specimen, 
but I have seen several. 


65. RostruHamus socIaBILIS (Vieill:). 
Fairly common from September to December. Breeds in 
the lagoons early in November. Associates in flocks. 


#66. Muitvaco cuimaneo (Vieill.). 

Very common all the year, flocking in the winter, when 
they roost in immense numbers amongst the paja. Breed 
early in September under thistles and grass, or in shallow 
nests in trees. Eggs three in number, varying in colour 
from the thickly spotted red varieties to nearly pure white 
ones. ‘The native name is “‘ Chimango.” 


67. POLYBORUS THARUs (Mol.). 

Very common throughout the year, living in pairs and 
never flocking. Breeds late in October, either under the tall 
paja-grass or in a large nest made of sticks, lined with wool 
and hay, placed high in the trees. The native name is 
“ Carancho.”’ 


68, 69. PHALACROCORAX, sp. inc. 

Two species of Cormorant, examples of which I have so 
far been unable to procure, are found in this district. One 
is probably P. brasilianus (Gm.). 


70. Arpea cocor, Linn. 

Fairly common all the year round, living in pairs. It 
breeds with us, but so far 1 have not found its nest. 

\-71. ARDEA EGRETTA (Gm.). 


Fairly common all the year, bemg more numerous in 
November in flocks. Its native name is “ Mira-Sol.” 
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+72. ARDEA CANDIDISSIMA, Gm. 
Common all the year, being found in company with 
A. egretta during the autumn. 


73. ButortpEs cyanurus (Linn.), 
Very rare; I have observed only two specimens in 
November. 


74. ARDETTA INVOLUCRIS, Vieill. 
Fairly common all the year, living in pairs. Breeds early 
in November. Eggs three in number. 


75. Nycticorax osscurus, Bp. 

Fairly common from September to January, living and 
breeding in the lagoons amongst the rushes. I have occa- 
sionally found them roosting in the montes in January. 


76. EUXENURA MAGuARI (Gm.). 

Common all the year round, flocking in the autumn and 
throughout the winter. Breeds early in October. The eggs 
are three in number, varying in size. The native name is 
“£ Ciguena.” 


+77. PLEGADIS GUARAUNA (Linn.). 

Very common throughout the year, seeming to be always 
about in flocks. I do not know where they breed. There is 
a partial migration from August to November. The native 
name is “ Cuervo.” 


78. Tueristicus cAupatTus (Bodd.). 

Fairly common in flocks from May to August. They have 
a settled roosting-place, as every evening they all take their 
departure southwards, returning next morning. 


79. Puimosus 1nFuscatus (Licht.). 
Rare; appearing in May and departing carly in August, 
living in scattered flocks. 


+80. Asasa RosEA, Reichenb. 

Fairly common at all times in pairs or singly, both the 
pale and pink varieties. Breeds late in November. The 
native name is “ Chopla.” 
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81. Pumnicoprerus IGNIPALLIATUS (Geoffr. et d’Orb.). 

Fairly common in flocks from May to August, though 
many immature specimens remain all the year. The native 
name is “ Flamingo.” 


82. Cuauna cHavaria (Linn.). À 


Very common all through the year, living in flocks durmg 
the autumn and winter. Is able to soar to an immense 
height. Breeds carly in September. Many eggs of Meto- 
piana peposaca are laid in these birds’ nests, though they are 
never hatched, The young bird is covered with yellow down. 
(Cf. Ibis, 1890, p. 427.) The native name is “ Chaja.” 


83. CYGNUS NIGRICOLLIS, Gm. 

Fairly common all the year, living in small docks during 
the winter. Breeds early in August amongst the rushes m 
deep lagoons. 


84. CoscoroBa CANDIDA (Vieill.). 

Common all through the year; living in small flocks 
during the winter, but not mixing with Cygnus nigricollis. 
Breeds early in October amongst the rushes in shallow la- 
goons. The nest is shallow ; it is composed of dry rushes 
built up from the bottom of the pond. The native name is 
**Ganso.”’ 


85. HereroNETTA MELANOCEPHALA (Vieill.). 

Rare ; individuals are to be found during winter in 
company with flocks of Teal. They appear to prefer small 
lagoons, with rushes growing in them, to open lakes or 
arroyos. They fly low, and do not make long flights until 
thoroughly disturbed. They are also sometimes seen in 
small flocks during July after heavy rains, but so far I have 
not observed any during the spring or summer. (Cf. notes, 


Ibis, 1891, p. 19.) 


L86. QUERQUEDULA CYANOPTERA (Vieill.). 

Fairly common from February to October in pairs, although 
numerous pairs collect together into loose flocks. I have 
not observed any of this species from October through the 
summer. ‘Their occurrence depends on the quantity of water 
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in the lagoons, as they rarely frequent the arroyos, and 
never appear to feed on land as Dafila spinicauda is in the 
habit of doing. 


87. QuERQUEDULA FLAVIROSTRIS (Vieill.). 

Common all through the year. Lives in small flocks 
during the winter, inhabiting the lagoons and arroyos. 
Breeds early in October under the tall paja-grass. Eggs five 
in number, of a rather darker shade of cream than those of 
Q. versicolor. Its native name is “ Pato chico.” 


88. QuERQUEDULA VERSICOLOR (Vieill.). 

Common throughout the year, flocking in small numbers 
during the winter months. Pairs carly in September, when 
many resort to hay-stacks and nests of Bolborhynchus mona- 
chus to breed. In these positions the nests are composed of 
simply down as a lining, and the eggs are eleven in number, 
of a dull creamy white colour, rather blunt in shape. I have 
never been fortunate enough to sce the young ones taken down 
to the water from the nests, but they never remain more 
than five or six days in the nest after they are hatched. The 
nest is also sometimes placed in short grass in the montes. 
During winter these Teal roost in numbers on the alfalfa 
stacks, also in the Parrots’ nests— doubtless they are the 
same pairs that use these nests for breeding purposes. This is 
the only species of Duck I have scen that seems quite at 
home amongst trees, flying in and out of them before evening 
and perching on the branches. They also often feed amongst 
the thistles on the higher ground. 


89. Darina SPINICAUDA (Vieill.). 

Very common throughout the year when there is enough 
water. In winter it congregates in immense flocks, often 
feeding on the high ground on thistle-seeds. Nests early in 
September on the ground, amongst thistles and long grasses. 
Eggs seven in number. Its native name is “ Pato del 
Campo.” 


+90. Darita BAHAMENSIS (Linn.). 
Fairly common all through the year, living in small flocks 
of from ten to twelve individuals during the winter months. 


208 Mr. A. H. Holland on the Birds of the 


They frequent the arroyos and lagoons, also feeding 
amongst the dry thistles in the autumn. Of the breeding- 
habits of this Duck I know nothing, though many pairs 
frequent the reedy lagoons in spring. They appear fond of 
feeding on mud-banks, and mix very frequently with Dufila 
spinicauda. 


91. MARECA SIBIŁLATRIX (Pöpp.). 

Common throughout the year, living in close flocks 
throughout the winter, and inhabiting the same lagoons as 
long as they contain cnough water. They also often feed 
on high ground amongst dry thistles, or even in the open. 
This Duck breeds early in November amongst the rushes in 
the water. The nest is composed of rushes and grass, and is 
rather neat in appearance, resting on the water, supported by 
the dead vegetation underneath, the lining being down. 
The eggs are six in number, white in colour, and very round. 
The native name of this Duck is “ Pato overo.” 


92. SPATULA PLATALEA (Vicill.). 

Very common throughout the year, flocking in immense 
munbers during the winter, when they inhabit the edges of 
the large lagoons. Of their breeding-habits I know nothing, 
although these birds occur plentifully during the nesting- 
season. 


93. Meropiana reposaca (Vieill.). 

Common all through the vear, flocking during the winter 
months. Breeds from September to November. The nest 
is placed in marshy ground amongst scattered rushes, and is 
composed of grass, dry rushes, and roots, the lining consisting 
of a little down. ‘The eggs, eight in number, are dull cream 
in colour. This Duck also lays numerous eggs, perhaps waste 
ones, in the nests of Fulica armillata, Fulica leucoptera, 
Larus maculipennis, and Chauna chavaria. In the nests of 
the Coots these eggs were invariably found covered over by 
the lining of the nests, but in the others they lay amongst 
the eggs of the occupants. I have never observed any of these 
parasitical eggs hatched, though many have had dead chicks 
in them and many had become addled. The native name of 
this species is “ Pato picaso.” (Cf. Ibis, 1890, p. 427.) 
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+94. Nomonyx pomrinicus (Linn.). 

Rare, living singly or in pairs in the small lagoons, cither 
open or containing rushes. It is next to impossible to flush 
this peculiar Duck, as it takes after the Grebes and invari- 
ably dives when disturbed, so that I have never seen it ou 
the wing. When swimming it holds its stiff tail spread out 
and erected, inclined somewhat towards its head, and as it 
swims very low in the water the Duck is only visible by its 
head, tail, and the top of its back. It builds amongst the 
rushes early in November, making a nest of green rushes 
with scarcely any lining, being a very flat construction. 
The eggs are three in number and white in colour, very 
rough and very round. i. 


95. ZENAIDA MACULATA (Vieill.). 

Very common throughout the year, flocking in immense 
numbers during the autumn and winter, when they roost in 
the montes, feeding durmg the day in the open camp or 
amongst thistles, and returning at dusk in flocks of about 40 
individuals for over an hour, flock suececding flock with 
great rapidity. It breeds from September to February, 
either in trees or even on the ground under thistles. The 
native name is “ Torcasa.” 


96. CoLtumBuLa Picui (‘'emm.). 
Common throughout the year, flocking in small numbers 
during the winter months. Breeds throughout the spring 


and summer. 


97. Rattus MacuLatus, Bodd. 
Fairly common. I have been so far unable to procure a 
specimen, but have often seen it and taken its eggs. 


98, Furica ARMILLATA, Vieill. 

Very common throughout the year. Breeds carly in 
September. Lives usually in open waters, but in the 
breeding-season takes to the densely covered lagoons to 
nest. The nest is composed of dry rushes and flags, lined 
with small chips of the same. Eggs seven in number, ef a 
dull brownish eream-eolour, thickly blotched and spotted with 
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dark purple and grey. Eggs of Mefopiana peposaca are 
frequently found under the lining of the nest. 


99. Turca Levcorrera (Vieill.). 

Very common throughout wet years, flocking in immense 
numbers during the winter. Nests early in October in 
almost any picce of water without a shelter of rushes. The 
eggs are nine in number. 


100, Aramus scoLoraceus (Gm.). 

Not uncommon amongst the dense rushes at all seasons, but 
does not appear to flock during the winter. Breeds early im 
October. The nest is composed of a mass of dry rushes with 
a slight depression for the eight or nine eggs, which vary 
greatly in size. The native name of this bird is “ Bobo,” on 
account of its stupid habit of allowing one to approach on 
foot, when the natives kill it by throwing a picee of wire and 
breaking its legs. 


101. VANELLUS CAYENNENSIS (Gm.). 

Execedingly abundant all the year round. Breeds from 
July to October. Eggs vary in number from three to six, 
though usually four is the eluteh. The native name is 


“ Teru-teru.” 


102. Eupromras Mopesta (Licht.). 

Fairly common from March to August in seattered flocks, 
feeding cither on high ground or on the muddy banks of 
the arroyos. The native name is “ Chorlito.” (Cf. Ibis, 
1891, p. 19.) 


103. AtGIaALitis FALKLANDICA (Lath.). 

Fairly common from March to September. Arrives along 
with the Sandpipers, being often found running about 
amongst the Bonaparte’s Sandpipers. Otherwise it seems to 
be a solitary bird, living on the mud which borders the 
arroyos and lagoons. (See Ibis, 1891, p. 19.) 


10-4. OREOPHILUS RUFICOLLIS (Wagl.). 

Fairly common from April to July, living in scattered 
flocks on high ground, very often associating with Eudromius 
modesta, though it never feeds on the mud. Its native 
name is “ Chorlo.” 
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105. Tirrnocorus ruMicivorus, Eschsch.: Holland, Ibis, 
ISON, p- 19. 

Fairly common from March to June, in small scattered 
flocks. When they first arrive they are te be found on the 
rough roads, but later on, in June, they frequent the edges 
of lagoons. 

106. TLimantorus BRASILIENSIS, Brehm. 

Fairly common all the year round, living in small flocks 
during the winter. Breeds about the middle of October. 
The nest is composed of small sticks and grass, without any 
lining ; it is placed on a slight rising or mound very close to 
water. The eggs are four in number. The native name is 
“ Teru-teru real.” 

107. GALLINAGO PARAGUAIÆ (Vieill.). 

Fairly common throughout the year, though more plenti- 
ful during the winter months in scattered flocks which 
inhabit swampy ground. The native name is “ Beecasino.” 


108. Ruyncnæa sEMIcoLLARIS (Vieill.). 

Fairly common throughout the year, living singly or in 
smail flocks of from six to cight individuals, amongst reedy 
swamps. It breeds early in November. (See Ibis, 1891, 
p. 20.) 
+109. Trinca mMacutata, Vieill. 

‘airly common from March to August in flocks numbering 
some 40 or 50 individuals, though many remain all the 
year, unless these latter are Jater arrivals or immature birds. 
In December, when water is scarce, these birds congregate in 
numbers on the muddy sides of the few lagoons containing 
water in company with Gallinago paraguaia, Tringa fusci- 
collis, and Tofanus melanoleucus. (See notes, Ibis, 1591, 
p. 20.) 

+ 110. Trinea ruscrcoLts, Vicill. 

Fairly common from March to August in scattered flocks, 
frequenting the shallow water at the edges of the lagoons. 
They scem to disappear, occasionally reappearing at intervals, 
Many remain through the summer, as dees also Tringa ma- 
culata. (Sec also Ibis, 1891, p. 20.) 
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+ 111. Toranus MELANOLEUCUS (Gm.). 

Common throughout the year, living in pairs. Early in 
one November I took two nests which I believe belonged 
to this bird. They were composed of green wet grass and 
were very shallow structures, placed in shallow water. They 
contained four eggs each, of a reddish-brown colour, spotted 
with dull purple at the larger end and slightly so all over. 
The only birds near and apparently distressed at my in- 
trusion, when I found these nests, were in each case a 
pair of Greater Yellowshanks. Could these be their nests? 
I took them to be so, but in “Argentine Ornithology ’ (ii. 
p. 187) it is distinctly stated by Mr. Hudson that this species 
does not breed on the Pampas. 


112. Toranus Fuavires (Gm.). 
Fairly common throughout the year, cither singly or in 
pairs. More numerous from October to February. 


+113. RuyacoruHitus soxitarivs (Wils.). 

Rare, arriving in March and departing in June. Frequents 
the muddy edges of small pools in twos and threes, ever on 
the move. (See my notes, Ibis, 1891, p. 20.) 


LIl4. Actiturus BARTRAMIUS (Wils.). 
Fairly common in scattered flocks from December to May. 
Often seen perched on gates and wire fencing. I once 
observed a pair in October. Native name “ Batitu.” 


+115. Livosa H#mastTica (Linn.). 

Rare; appears in flocks late in the winter after heavy 
rains, from July to August. They were met with both in 
summer and winter phunage. Its native name is “ Beccasa.” 


116. Sterna ANGLICA, Mont. 

This Tern is rare, but occasionally appears in pairs 
throughout the year, when it frequents the arroyo, skim- 
ming its surface m search of food, or making sudden darts 
down and resting for a few seconds motionless, with wings 
fluttering while waiting for its prey of minute fishes. (Cf. 
Ibis, 1890, p. 428.) 


117. STERNA TRUDEAUU, Aud. 
Fairly common in the spring and summer from September 
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to February, but rarer in the winter. Frequents arroyos, 
open lagoons, and open land, doubtless in the latter cases 
picking up grubs. Breeds carly in November in the deep 
lagoons thickly overgrown with succulent water-grasses, in 
company with Larus maculipennis. The nest, composed 
of wet water-grasses with no lining, is placed on the water, 
supported by the vegetation underneath—a very slovenly 
structure. Eggs three or four in number (1? x14), of an 
olive colour, spotted and blotched with pale brown and grey ; 
also pale olive-grey, spotted with black and pale purplish 
grey. (Sce my notes, Ibis, 1890, p. 428; also Saunders, 
RZA S. 1891, p. 373.) The native name of this Tern is 
“ Gaviotine.”’ 


118. Larus pominicanus, Licht. 
Very common from January to August. Its native name 
is “ Gaviota Grande.” 


119. Larus Macu.irenntis, Licht. 

Very common all the year through, breeding carly in 
November, in gulleries of several hundreds. Its native 
name is “ Gaviota.” 


120. Larus cirruocernaus, Vieill. 

Very common from July to February in large flocks. It 
breeds with us, I think, though so far I have been unable to 
discover its nesting-place. When these Gulls arrive they 
are all in adult plumage, but towards the end of November 
and early in December numberless immature individuals 
appear along with them. Every day from July to February 
they come to the Estancia to feed on the offal from the 
slaughtered animals. They frequent a large reedy lagoon 
some cight miles away, but I have never had the time to 
search it during the breeding-scason. (Cf. Ibis, 1890, 
p. 428.) 


121. Æcumornorus Masor (Bodd.). 
Fairly common in pairs or singly throughout the wet years. 
Breeds late in October. Eggs three in number. 
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122. Popicers ROLLANDI, Quoy et Gaim. 
Fairly common throughout the year, inhabiting arroyos 
and open lagoons. 


-/123. 'TacuyBApTEs DOMINICUS (Linn.). 

Common throughout the year, singly or in pairs, living in 
almost every lagoon and arroyo. Breeds about the middle 
of October amongst the thick rushes. The nest is composed 
of reeds and grass woven together without lining. It is a 
very wet structure, with a slight hollow in the centre for 
the eggs, which are from three to five in number and get 
much soiled. Their natural colour is pale blue until they 
become encrusted with a chalky substance and dirt, when 
they are of a brownish colour. The eggs are invariably 
covered over with wet reeds when the birds leave the nest. 
The native name of this bird is “ Macra.” 


+124. PoprLympBus popicers (Linn.). 

Rather a rare species of Grebe with us, mhabiting the 
arroyos and open lagoons, singly or in pairs. It has not the 
same habit of diving for safety when frightened as its family 
possesses, but flies for some distance after its first dive. 


125. RuyNcHoTus RUFESCENS (‘l'emm.). 

This Tinamou has nearly disappeared from this estate, 
though we preserve it as much as possible. Its native name 
is “ Perdiz grande.” 


126. Nornura maAcutosa (Temm.}. 

Very common throughout the year. Breeds carly in 
November. Eggs six in number. Its native name is 
“ Perdiz.”’ 


127. RHEA AMERICANA, Lath. 

Very abundant here, as they are preserved on account of 
their usefulness in cating a very destructive burr called 
Cepia cavallo, which injures the wool. We possess upwards of 
1500, which are plucked once a year, being driven into a 
huge net made for the purpose. They yield cach about 11b. of 
feathers on an average. I have occasionally seen pure white 
varieties of this species. Tts native name is “ Avestruz.” 


